
Dear Neighbors,

The City of Independence is a strong community 
with exceptional individuals, businesses, and other 
organizations.  As we begin month six of the COVID-19 
health emergency, I thank everyone for your continued 
trust, patience, and actions to slow the invisible threat of 
the coronavirus. 

This year Independence Local Schools offered families 
the option of in-person instruction or an all-online 
curriculum -- iPride Academy -- which will be taught by 

local teachers.  I wish parents and students a successful school year and hope 
that everyone will soon be back in classrooms. 

The Oktoberfest initially planned for the end of September has been postponed.  
Instead, the City will host a "Ready to Heat" Clambake on Saturday, 
September 26, from 1 - 3 PM at the Civic Center.  Residents will be able to 
pre-order clams, clambake dinners, and children’s meals, and pick up these 
orders curbside at the Civic Center. There is more information on page 3.

A reminder, the 2020 edition of the Welcome to Independence information 
packet will be mailed to all current residents this month. It's a convenient 
resource filled with essential information about City services, facilities, 
programs, and so much more. 

In closing, I ask everyone to stay vigilant. Please continue wearing masks in 
public, maintaining six-feet of social distancing, and washing your hands often 
to protect yourself and others.

Stay safe, and God Bless.

Sincerely,

A monthly publicAtion of the city of independence SEPTEMBER 2020
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Michael & Patrice Sklodowski
6208 Elmwood Avenue

Home Beautification Award Winners

Congratulations to the 2020 Home Beautification Award Winners!  Keeping a yard beautiful 
is hard work, and this year, homeowners had to deal with an unusually hot and dry summer. 

We encourage all residents who share a love for landscaping, gardening, and general home 
upkeep to plan ahead and participate next year. 

A special thanks to Councilperson Dale Veverka who oversaw this year’s competition and 
this year’s judges:  Kathy Jurcago, Kathy Chappell, Bonnie Pandin, Jim Crooks, and Rob Synek.  
We hope this year’s winners will  be willing to assist in judging next year.

1 2 3

Andrew Schmidt
6864 Grandview Drive 

Jane Mickey Rodriguez 
6928 Brookside Road
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Emily  Baznik is a 
registered nurse 
working in the 
Surgical Trauma 
Intensive Care Unit 
at the Main Campus of 
University Hospitals 
in Cleveland.  Her 
previous experience 
was at the Cleveland 
Clinic Emergency 
Department at Euclid 
Hospital. Emily enjoys 
traveling to U. S. State 
Parks, visiting with  family, playing volleyball, and 
relaxing with her dog, Gus.

INDEPENDENCE
“HOMEGROWN HEROES”
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INDEPENDENCE
“HOMEGROWN HEROES”

Independence Summer Camp 2020 
Summer Camp 2020 was unlike any years past. The 
Camp motto this year speaks to a different time: 
"Togetherness, six feet apart."

Seventy-six young Independence residents participated 
in this year's modified program. "Happy Campers" who 
will be entering grades 1-4 in the fall were based at the 
Fieldhouse. The seasoned "Adventure Campers" who 
will enter grades 5-8 this month were at the high school.

There were indoor and outdoor activities for both 
groups. Campers learned to tie-dye, participated in the 
daily walkers/runners club, and competed for weekly 
group trophies. "Adventure Campers" enjoyed the 
outdoor pool every morning while younger "Happy 
Campers" enjoyed the outdoor pool and outdoor 

water activities. The campers also participated in 
weekly on-campus "field trips." They included stops at 
the new Liberty Playground, Fieldhouse games, creek 
fishing, visits to the Library and storytime, hikes on the 
Hemlock Trail, and so much more.

Every camper wore a mask and kept their hands clean so 
that they could have fun with their friends and counselors 
for six terrific weeks.  Everyone was respectful of others, 
and the new rules did not get in the way of one fun-filled 
day after another!  

 Hats off to all of the wonderful moms, dads, grandparents, 
and extended family who taught them so well. These young 
people made the program, designed and implemented by 
Rita Glover, Marcia Abbadini, and some very talented 
counselors that much more successful! 

Liberty Playground: A Parents Choice
Northeast Ohio Parent Magazine named Liberty 
Playground a finalist for Best Playground in its fifth-
annual Parent Choice Awards.  Liberty Playground was 
recognized as the first facility in Ohio to have dual racing 
zip lines.  

The City developed 
the structural design 
based on input from 

residents, local children's groups, and other community 
members.  It includes a specially-designed, ADA-accessible 
play area for 
children ages 2-5.  

The majority of 
the work was done 
"in-house" by our 
own Recreation 
Department staff.  

READERS PICK
FAMILY-FRIENDLY HOT SPOTS
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BUILDING DEPARTMENT

KIWANIS KORNER

Kiwanis members are holding Zoom meetings to 
continue helping the community and others. Recent 
donations include $2,500 to St. Michael School for 
new playground equipment.  University Settlement 
received $500, and the Kiwanis board approved 
$1,000 for Ronald McDonald House. 

In 2012 Ronald McDonald House launched a 
massive expansion and renovation project. The entire 
house has upgraded indoor facilities in all areas. 
Surrounding the house are beautiful gardens where 
families of children receiving medical treatment may 
experience quiet comfort. Fifty-five families may now 
be accommodated each night where they will find the 

support that Ronald McDonald House can provide.

Recent winners of the 300 Club include: Joe Lance, 
Paul Trickett, Mike Skuza, Janet Allega, and Gene 
Troiano. Congratulations and a special thank you 
from Gil Freilino for supporting this Kiwanis project.

The 2020-2021 terms for new Kiwanis officers 
and board of directors begins October 1st. Officers 
include President, Judge Deborah Nicastro, Vice 
President, Chuck Ricco, and Treasurer, Bruce Flower. 
The seven-member board includes:  Gil Freilino, 
Dave Faehnrich, Dale Veverka, Jeff Smigelski, John 
Kapusta, Bill Morrison, and John Brunovsky.

Fall is quickly approaching, and it is time to get 
your home and property ready for winter. Here is a 
helpful list of things you can do now to be prepared:

Fireplace and Chimney –  Hire a professional to 
clean your fireplace and check the chimney for loose 
or missing mortar.

Furnace -  Have your furnace cleaned and/or 
maintained. Change the filter every month or as 
recommended by the manufacturer.

Driveways and Sidewalks –  Seal driveway and 
sidewalk cracks.

House and Garage – Check the siding, fascia, and 
soffit areas of the house and garage to see if anything 
needs to be repaired or painted.

Doors and Windows –  Replace deteriorated 
weather-stripping and caulk around the doors and 
windows. Check all hardware and storm windows, 
and replace as needed.

Lawn and Landscape – Trim back any tree limbs that 
hit 
our roof or house. If needed, arrange to have trees 
pruned and bushes and hedges trimmed. Shut off and 
drain outside faucets. If you have an underground lawn 
sprinkler system, check for leaky valves, exposed lines, 
and back-flow protection.

Roof – Check for loose shingles. Repair any damage 
to the roof and valleys.

Gutters & Downspouts  – Check connection 
to drainage systems and inspect the condition of 
gutters and downspouts. Clean all leaves and debris 
out of the gutters, so they do not clog.

Some home improvements may require a permit. 
If you are about to make an improvement or repair 
and wonder if it requires a City permit, contact the 
Building Department at 216-524-1019 or visit the 
Building Department page on the City website 
www.independenceohio.org
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POLICE DEPARTMENT

FIRE DEPARTMENT

Identity Theft Prevention
Identity theft is a popular topic, but it is often 
misunderstood. Does a security breach mean an identity 
theft has occurred? Do most identity thefts happen online? 

Below are the facts you need to know to protect your 
personal information and steps to take if you believe 
you are a victim of identity theft. 

• Only carry the number of credit cards that you 
need for a specific outing. 

• Keep your Social Security card in a safe place at 
home.

• Never give out your personal information unless 
you initiate the contact.

• If you are doing business online, make sure the site is 
secure, and your anti-virus, firewall, and other personal 
computer security applications are up-to-date.

• Shred all documents that contain personal 
information before you dispose of them.

• Keep copies of credit cards (front and back) in a 
safe place should you need to call and cancel them 
if they are stolen.

• Check your credit history at least once a year 

using www.annualcreditreport.com or by calling 
 877-322-8228. 

• If you notice suspicious activity, contact the 
appropriate credit bureau immediately.

• Every month review your medical, bank, and 
credit card statements thoroughly and notify the 
provider/institution of any discrepancies.

If you become a victim of identity theft:
• Contact the Independence Police Department 
 (216-524-1234) and file a police report.
• If you notice any accounts in your name that 

have been compromised or opened without your 
consent, close them immediately. Call each bank 
or company and then follow up in writing.

• Immediately place a fraud alert on your credit 
report(s) by contacting all three major credit 
reporting companies: Equifax, Experian, and 
TransUnion.

• Complete an identity theft complaint form with 
the Ohio Attorney General’s Office:    
www.ohioattorneygeneral.gov/IdentityTheft

• File a complaint with the Federal Trade 
Commission by calling 877-ID-THEFT

Prevent Home Garage Fires
Every year in the United States around 6,600 garage fires 
occur that result in an average of:

• 30 deaths
• 400 injuries
• $457 million in property loss

The leading cause of garage fires is electrical malfunction. 
This can be due to shorts in wires, damaged wires, and 
overloaded electrical outlets.  On average, 93-percent 
occur in one- and two-family homes.
Keep your home safe by following a few easy tips:

• Store oil, gasoline, paints, propane, and varnishes in 
a shed away from your home

• Keep flammable items on shelves away from 
appliances

• Only plug one charging appliance into an outlet
• Do not use an extension cord when charging an 

appliance
Garage safety through construction-installation:

• A 20-minute fire-rated door that is self-closing and 
self-latching from the garage into the house.

• A ceiling made with 5/8-inch Type X gypsum board 
(or the equivalent) if you have living space above the 
garage.

• A wall with 1/2-inch gypsum board (or equivalent) 
if the wall attaches the garage to your home.

• An attic hatch cover (fire rated/gypsum board) if 
you have attic access from the garage.

• A heat alarm - not a smoke alarm - in your garage. The 
heat alarm will sound if the temperature rises too high.  

Courtesy of U.S. Fire Administration  
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SERVICE DEPARTMENT

Tire Disposal
The City of Independence will be hauling away 
residents’ scrap tires on September 4th, 11th, and 18th. 
• Residents are permitted each year to have 4 tires 

recycled at no charge. Only automotive, light truck, 
and van tires will be accepted. We cannot collect 
motorcycle, bicycle, or large tires.

• At least two days prior to a Friday pick up, residents 
need to call 216-524-9191 to be added to the 
schedule.   

• Tires must be dismounted from rims. NO RIMS 
will be accepted. Tires must be on the tree lawn by 
8 am on Fridays. 

• Tires are not collected any other time except 
during the Scrap Tire Roundup the first three 
weeks in September, so please take advantage of 
this program!

Leaf Pick Up
Curbside leaf pick up begins October 5th and runs 
through the second full week of December (weather 
permitting). You do not have to call the Service 
Department to have leaves picked up, but you do need 
to follow these rules:

• Do not  mix yard waste, such as branches, vines, 
weeds, and grass clippings with the leaves. These 
items tend to clog up the vacuum tubes causing 
unnecessary delays in the leaf pick up process. 
Foreign objects such as rakes, stones, rocks, 
etc. will break the vacuum fins and disable the 
machines.

• Any leaves raked up prior to October 5th or after 
the middle of December must be put in open trash 
containers or brown bags for yard waste pick up. 

• After October 5th, residents should rake loose 
leaves onto the tree lawn – NOT INTO THE 
STREET. Raking leaves into the street creates a 
potential traffic hazard and leaves washed into 
catch basins causes flooding conditions during 
hard rains and heavy snowfall. 

Because of the large volume of leaves at certain times 
of the season, there are no set times or dates for Leaf 
Pick up.

Labor Day Rubbish, Recycling & 
Yard Waste Pick Up
The Service Department will be closed on Monday, 
September 7th for the Labor Day holiday.

All rubbish, recycling, and yard waste on the Monday 
route will be picked up on Tuesday, September 8th.  Trash 
pick up for the rest of the week will remain the same. 

Please have all your items curbside by 7:30 am on the pick 
up day, but NO SOONER than 6:00 pm the evening 
before pick up. Please be patient, since Tuesday is a double 
route day. Your rubbish, recycling, and yard waste may be 
picked up later in the day or after 4:30 pm.

Yard Waste
Yard waste is not considered a Special Pick up – it is 
removed on your regular rubbish day EXCLUDING 
chipper stops. Yard waste includes:  

• Grass clippings and leaves
• Small branches (less than 1 inch in diameter) and 

trimmings
• Plants, bushes, and other yard debris

Dirt, dog or animal waste, litter, rocks, and sod is 
NOT yard waste.
The City uses the chipper to dispose of branches 4-feet 
or longer and more than 1-inch in diameter.  Please call 
the Service Department at 216-524-9191 to schedule 
chipper service which is available year-round.   

Street Light Outages & Power Outages
CEI is responsible for street light pole outages, 
flickering, damaged poles and power outages.  If you 
need assistance from CEI please call 1-800-589-3101 
or visit the CEI website:  www.firstenergycorp.com.
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CITY COUNCIL NEWS

David Grendel Kathleen Kapusta Tom Narduzzi Kenn Synek Jim Trakas Dale Veverka Chris Walchanowicz 
 Vice Mayor Councilperson Councilperson Councilperson Councilperson Councilperson Councilperson

COUNCIL MEETING – AUGUST 11, 2020
MAYOR KURTZ’S REPORT
The Coronavirus pandemic will 
continue to reshape our world for the 
foreseeable future. Even with fast-
tracked research and development 
of reliable testing, contact tracing, 
therapies, and vaccines, COVID-19 
will likely persist for years.

As Mayor, it is my responsibility to prevent this health 
emergency from turning into a catastrophe for our 
City, residents, and businesses. Despite the tremendous 
uncertainties of the past five months, the City has 
methodically focused on protecting residents, maintaining 
a high level of service, and planning for the future.

The fiscal shock from the Coronavirus is expected to be 
more significant than the Great Recession that began in 
2007. Across the country, cities are experiencing budget 
shortfalls due to dwindling tax revenues, unexpected 
expenditures, and a distressing combination of businesses 
shutting down and high unemployment. Consumer 
spending is down because social distancing measures 
have kept people at home and curtailed shopping and 
dining out. Most cities will not return to anything that 
resembles "business as usual" for a long time.

Today the City is presenting two options to City Council 
to secure our financial future. One ordinance would 
renew existing Notes - that mature in early December - 
for up to 12 months. The other would convert the short-
term notes into long-term bonds. 

These measures provide the City the financial flexibility 
essential to provide emergency pandemic spending, 

manage investments to support economic growth, and 
fund the programs and services residents expect.  

The peak of the crisis is a moving target. How world 
events or the November elections will impact the 
markets is also anyone's guess.  

I know that being able to borrow money for less than 
2% for 15 years is an unbeatable deal and the common 
sense decision to make.  

The City's finances are stable and guided by our 
exceptionally skilled Finance Director, Vern Blaze. 
These actions, along with our conservative budgeting 
practices and careful expense management, will ensure 
long-term stability despite the current challenges.

Other local cities took immediate austerity measures, 
including laying off workers, cutting payrolls by reducing 
full-time staff to 32-hours per week, eliminating 
services, and canceling programs. Since March, the City 
has maintained continuous operations, albeit modified 
due to local and federal restrictions.    

Every week residents tell me how much they appreciate 
the City going above and beyond to open the recreation 
facilities and offer summer programs for children of all 
ages. 

The City is also working to support the Independence 
Local School district, parents, students, and staff as they 
prepare to begin the 2020-2021 school year. We are also 
working to offer Before and After School Programs. 

The City is happy to subsidize the 55+ Senior Lunches, 
which are take-out only this year. Community Services is 
able to provide healthy, economical meals, and residents 
have an excuse to stop by to say hello. 
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CITY COUNCIL NEWS Vision Statement: “To be the  premier community  in which to live, work, visit and raise a family”
The Summer Concert Series on Thursday nights on Public 
Square that began in July will extend into September. 
I appreciate everyone who has been practicing social 
distancing while enjoying live music.   

When I returned to City Hall in January, my mission 
was to focus on the four pillars that I ran on last fall. The 
health emergency has created some delays and detours. 
It has not diminished my commitment to downtown 
development, increased security on Rockside Road and 
neighborhoods, upgraded educational facilities, and 
enhanced neighborhoods and business districts.

Independence is a close-knit community, but it is 
also a business enterprise. We must spend tax dollars 
wisely and efficiently and direct savings back into our 
neighborhoods. 

Let me close by thanking all the City employees for their 
unwavering dedication, hard work, and commitment. 
I have been so impressed with the skills, creativity, and 
competency our Departments have displayed. The staff 
has completed small construction projects, maintenance 
upgrades, and managed the efficient implementation of 
evolving health protocols. They have been unflappable.  

It's my job to find solutions and make difficult decisions. 
It wouldn't be possible to meet residents' expectations 
without our talented and nimble team of Directors. I 
thank each of them from the bottom of my heart.   

FINANCE DIRECTOR BLAZE’S REPORT
To underscore how important finances are 
to the orderly operation of the City, of the 
13 ordinances on this evening’s Legislative 
Agenda, 12 of them have a financial 
component to them.

I won’t discuss all 13 here, but like last month, I would 
like to mention just three of them – Ordinances 2020-
65 and 2020-66 (The debt Ordinances) and Ordinance 
2020-91 (Appropriations Amendment).

Initial communications with Council on the City’s debt 
began earlier this year. The City’s debt was a primary 
topic of discussion at the June 16th, 2020 Finance 
Committee Meeting. Both Ordinances were introduced 

on First Reading at the July 14th, 2020 Council Meeting. 
Both Ordinances were again extensively discussed at 
the July 28th, 2020 Council Meeting. Tonight, August 
11th, 2020, they are on Second Reading on Council’s 
Legislative Agenda. 

It has been good to discuss and debate the various 
options the City has. Keep some of the City’s debt 
short-term, where interest rates will change and adjust 
every 12 months? Or lock in the current low, long-term 
interest rates? In either case, we wanted Council to be 
100% comfortable not only with this decision, but all 
financially-related decisions that have to be made with 
the public’s tax dollars. 

Mayor Kurtz and I have been very open with Council 
of our preference to lock in these historically low, long-
term municipal borrowing rates. A chart I showed a few 
minutes ago during the Caucus showed that the 20-year 
Municipal Bond index is at the lowest point it has been 
since the chart began tracking long-term municipal 
borrowing rates – 1970. That’s 50 years of data!

None of us know if those rates will stay low? Go lower? 
Increase at some point? So the best decision that can be 
made at this time is to take advantage of those long-term 
municipal borrowing rates that are as low as they have 
been in at least 50 years, and lock those low rates in now.

But just in case something dramatic happens over the 
next few months and those low long-term rates suddenly 
spike up, the companion Ordinance will allow the City 
to “roll over” its existing notes for another 12 months. 
That is the path that has been outlined for months – 
desiring to lock in these current historic long-term rates, 
but also having a “back-pocket” option available to the 
City just in case some world event causes long-term 
borrowing rates to suddenly spike up.

The other Ordinance that I will briefly comment on is 
Ordinance 2020-91 – An Amendment to the Annual 
Appropriation Ordinance.  An Appropriation is “the act 
of setting aside money for a specific purpose.” So that’s 
what the Annual Appropriation Ordinance and any 
periodic amendments to it do – set aside City funds for 
various governmental purposes.  
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CITY COUNCIL NEWSVision Statement: “To be the  premier community  in which to live, work, visit and raise a family”
It is one of the Finance Department’s functions to track 
and adjust appropriations as various events dictate. 
The events that are the primary driver of periodic 
amendments to the Annual Appropriations Ordinance 
are various Ordinances that are passed that have a 
financial component to them.

All of the proposed amendments to the Annual 
Appropriations Ordinance that are contained within 
Ordinance 2020-91, except for one, are a result of 
legislation passed by Council in June and July, plus 
the Ordinances on this evening’s Legislative Agenda. 
Some additional amendments are also proposed to the 
Self-Insurance Fund due to a current legal case that is 
necessitating significant expenditures.    

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS:
GRENDEL – FINANCE
The Planning Commission met on Tuesday, August 4th, 
and after the Public Hearing was held, there were four 
items on the Agenda. Fortuna Funeral Home, Inc.’s 
request for a U-3 Special Conditional Use Permit was 
recommended for approval, allowing the conversation of 
an existing dwelling to arrangement offices and a burial 
arrangement display room. The home is located directly 
to the north of the existing funeral home. Council 
unanimously approved Ordinance 2020-90 at its August 
meeting for the U-3 Special Conditional Use Permit, 
subject to the City granting and executing a revocable 
easement across Florian Blvd. for a private drive, 
approval by the City Architect as to the renovation to 
the structure on the premises and approval by the City 
Planner for landscaping design. 

Other Commission business included granting a 
proposed lot split and consolidation for Margaret and 
Timothy Trombetta, as well as approving a lot split and 
consolidation for Joseph Rivera. The Goddard School has 
proposed an 8,824 square foot building to accommodate 
an Early Childhood development facility on Acorn Drive. 
An event center had previously been approved at that 
location. They also requested a U-3 Special Conditional 
Use Permit for the facility. A Public Hearing has been set 
for Tuesday, September 1st at 5:00 pm.

I supported the passage of Ordinances 2020-65 and 66 
which will give the City a viable option to either renew 
the existing Notes (BANS) for up to 12 months or to 
convert the short term notes into long term bonds. The 
City’s ultimate decision will be based upon the municipal 
borrowing market conditions that will exist later this year. 
With the world changing at a rapid rate, Council wanted 
to keep the City’s options open so that the best long term 
decision will be made on its borrowing strategy. Both 
ordinances passed by a 5-2 vote.

I also supported Ordinance 2020-88 authorizing the 
retention of Travelers Property Casualty Company 
of America for insurance underwriting services for 
the purchase of property, automobile, inland marine/
equipment, and crime/cyber insurance for 2020-2021 in 
an amount not to exceed $106,350. Finally, I pray that 
the coming school year can be productive, successful, 
and safe for our school children, our teaching staff, the 
administrators, non-teaching staff, and parents. The task 
of planning out the logistics for the 2020-2021 school 
year has been extremely difficult if not nearly impossible. 
I hope our community supports the School Board and 
Administration in this uncharted journey.

KAPUSTA – COMMUNITY SERVICES
I would like to express my sympathy to the families of: 
Jean Arnold, Lois Beal, Nicholas Chirro. I am so sorry 
for the loss of your loved ones. 

My comments are focusing upon two companion pieces 
of legislation, Ordinance 2020-65, which provides for 
the issuance of notes, and Ordinance 2020-66, which 
provides for the issuance and sale of general obligation 
bonds. One-year notes, in the amount of $17,375,000 
will expire in early December.  We have the options of 
securing either short term notes or longer-term bonds 
for this obligation. Both have their advantages and 
disadvantages, relative to the interest rates. As we will 
have a decision-making window of up to 90 days prior 
to the current expiration, we have been thoroughly 
vetting our options at our recent Finance Committee 
Meetings and at our Council Meeting in July, as 
well as this evening. Extensive 
discussion of these options, 



SEPTEMBER 2020   |  A MonThly PuBlicATion of ThE ciTy of indEPEndEncE12

CITY COUNCIL NEWS
with information provided from our Administration, 
our Finance Director, and Matt Stuczynski, the City’s 
Financial Advisor, has been conducted. During these 
unprecedented times, I believe it is best to optimize the 
available tools to make the most appropriate decision 
regarding this refinancing issue. By approving both 
these ordinances today, we are authorizing our Finance 
Director to enact the most suitable financial plan of 
action at the time. First, I have every confidence that 
Finance Director Blaze will act in the best interest of 
the City he was elected to serve. I further believe that 
by approving both of these ordinances before us, we as 
your elected City Council members, are demonstrating 
a very proactive approach. City Council has not been 
eliminated from this decision-making process, nor have 
we abdicated our responsibility. My vote supports my 
decision that these dual pieces of legislation position us 
most appropriately in this matter. 

Finally, I want to acknowledge all the individuals from 
our School system for the countless hours that they have 
expended in the process relative to the opening of school 
this year. Just as I noted above, we are living through 
unprecedented times, which are weighing heavily on 
every aspect of the School District’s planning. As I 
witnessed during my eleven years of service on our Board 
of Education, the City of Independence continues to 
work collaboratively with our schools, which I whole-
heartedly support. With the evolution of efforts for the 
reopening of the schools, I am confident plans will be 
consistently driven by doing what is best for our children. 
All efforts of our School Community and our City are 
deeply appreciated.

NARDUZZI – SAFETY/RULES & ORDINANCES
No report.

SYNEK – ECONOMIC GROWTH & DEVELOPMENT
On tonight’s agenda are two ordinances addressing the 
refinancing of $17,375,000 of City debt that comes due 
in December. I am opposed to these ordinances due to the 
parliamentary procedure the administration is pursuing, 
and because the financial impact of this legislation has 
not been fully vetted by Council.  With regard to the 

parliamentary procedure issue, by passing ordinances 
2020-65 and 2020-66, Council will have abdicated its 
duty and responsibility to oversee and authorize the 
spending of $20 million of taxpayer money. Ordinances 
2020-65 and 2020-66 empower the Mayor and Finance 
Director, in their sole discretion, and without any 
further approval from Council, to determine how, when, 
and where $20 million of City funds will be spent. Our 
American way of government is rooted in the precepts 
of “advice and consent” and “checks and balances.” By 
approving these ordinances, those doctrines are being 
tossed aside like yesterday’s newspaper. If 2020-65 
and 66 are enacted, Council will have no say in how 
much principal is retired, no say in the change from 
the City’s longstanding practice of using only short-
term borrowing, and no say on the repayment period if 
the administration chooses to implement a long-term 
borrowing strategy.  The Mayor and Finance Director 
will be the sole decision makers on these complex and 
highly consequential issues.  These are major decisions 
involving millions of dollars with repercussions that will 
last for decades.

Long-term interest rates are currently at historically low 
levels, which does present an attractive opportunity for 
the City.  However, the interest rate is just one part of 
the overall equation. The other factors are time, and the 
TIF revenue that is inextricably linked to this debt. The 
administration has informally indicated that they intend 
to refinance the debt over a 20-year period. I believe that 
a 20-year repayment term is too long, and that it will 
cause the City to waste nearly $2 million on excessive 
interest expense. I can remember a time under a previous 
administration when our elected officials talked about 
“good debt” and “bad debt”. Good debt was debt from 
a TIF project that generated a TIF revenue stream, and 
that same revenue stream would then be used repay 
the debt.  Nowadays, when I try to make a connection 
between the current debt and future TIF revenue, it is 
as if I am speaking a foreign language. In reviewing the 
line items that make up the $17.375 million of debt, 
it is clear that $2.5 million of debt can comfortably be 
repaid within 3 years using TIF revenue, and another 
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$1.5 million of debt can be repaid in 10 years from TIF 
revenue. Refinancing these debts over 20 years will also 
result in unnecessary and wasteful spending on interest 
expense.  

In my 33-year career as a partner in a CPA firm, I have 
successfully assisted many clients in solving knotty and 
convoluted problems just like this one. Unfortunately, as 
a freshman Councilman, I have been unable to convince 
a majority of my fellow Council members of the gravity 
of the issues underlying Ordinances 2020-65 and 66. I 
have worked overtime trying to discuss, debate, inform, 
and educate my Council colleagues (at least the ones 
kind enough to return my phone call) on these matters 
to no avail. Nonetheless, I will persist and continue to be 
an independent, critical thinker for the greater good of 
the people of my beloved home town of Independence. 

Be well. Be safe. Be free.

TRAKAS – UTILITIES
Good Evening Mayor Kurtz, Finance Director Blaze, 
Members of Council and Citizens of Independence. 
The Utilities and Sewers Committee will meet on 
Tuesday August 25, 2020 at 4:30 pm via Zoom video 
conferencing. Topics will include progress on summer 
projects as well as any new projects that are worthy 
of inclusion in the remaining months of 2020 for 
sewers, storm water drainage, and creek and waterway 
maintenance.

Several consequential pieces of legislation are on tonight’s 
agenda, which deserve thoughtful public participation 
and stewardship by city officials. Ordinance 2020-85 is 
a proposed land purchased of a strip mall property on 
Brecksville Road near Stone Road for $1.1 million, and 
proposed Ordinance 2020-89 hires a firm to potentially 
design a new town center on both sides of Brecksville 
Road between Chestnut and Stone Roads.

Taken with the news that St. Michael Catholic Church 
is in the midst of putting together a plan that would 
develop its property in the center of town adjacent to 
city owned property, major works are afoot that will 
change the center of town for decades to come. 

I hope that the public has a chance to strongly participate 
and weigh in on these proposals as they will have a long 
term impact on our community. The City itself is the 
major landowner in the center of town and will control 
any development proposals. Despite the protocols 
associated with public meetings and gatherings due to 
the ongoing COVID-19 State of Emergency, this process 
deserves critical public scrutiny. I would hope that our 
residents would weigh in heavily on these proposals and 
any subsequent design ideas, as it affects not just the 
immediate neighbors but the entire community. 

Let us make sure that we use well-marketed public 
information gathering meetings with online video 
vehicles and/or other means to allow for maximum 
participation of Independence residents. The City 
recently hired a Communications Specialist, and I do 
hope that maximum communications will be ongoing 
with the residents. That is a two way street: listening 
as well as communicating the City’s perspective, with 
an emphasis on listening to the will of the people. The 
taxpayers own these parcels, having spent millions of 
dollars to buy and maintain them; city officials are 
stewards of those tax dollars, but we must set in place 
strong opportunities for the people to have their say as to 
how and what is developed in downtown Independence. 

I want to listen carefully to the views of the citizenry, 
and offer my own views that substantial public space 
be included in any potential development. I like the 
idea of a walkable public park with trees, statuary, and 
landscaping that reflects the heritage of our community 
and invites citizens to honor our heritage as a vibrant 
community with tributes to American heroes, our 
vibrant and diverse nationality cultures, as well as 
tributes to commerce like the canal and stone industries 
that defined early Independence. A “Heritage-Freedom 
Park” area with interactive displays - maybe even a 
refuge for the historic statuary that is being destroyed 
nationwide - and be a destination for citizens and business 
guests throughout the day. This could compliment what 
I hope would be destination- based retail or office and 
any housing components. 
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City officials do have an obligation to inform and listen 
to our residents on what will be the greatest remaking 
of our city’s downtown undertaken in the last 100 years 
since the Independence School was built in the area in 
1920. I would also hope that the development near St. 
Michael appreciates the historic nature of the existing 
buildings and respects the privacy of the neighbors on 
Second Avenue, Daisy, Stone, and Sunset and reflects 
the values of all of our residents.

I hope everyone enjoys a happy Labor Day Holiday 
and follows the important social distancing and mask 
protocols to cut down on the risks associated with 
COVID-19, a deadly virus with no current cure. I 
know it gets redundant, but history shows that virulent 
viruses of this nature can be mitigated, but also last up 
to 18 months, which is sobering, so let’s all stay safe and 
healthy in these most unusual and frankly scary times. 

VEVERKA – STREETS & SIDEWALKS
Streets and Sidewalks Committee last met on June 30th. 
We should be meeting again in the near future.

I will not be supporting Ordinance 2020-91 as the 
adjusted budget removes over one million dollars from 
the local Streets and Sidewalks budget.

The city spent a great deal of money on the Mannik and 
Smith street evaluation report. The study focused on 
conditions of every segment of every road in the city. 
Additionally, the committee learned of the importance 
of regular resurfacing, crack sealing, and sealing of our 
roads to maintain conditions. If we spend money on 
keeping up the roads, they last longer and we avoid the 
extremely high cost of totally rebuilding a street. By 
taking money from this area of the budget we stand to 
lose the gains we have made over the past 4 or 5 years. 

If some money was to be removed from the Streets 
budget then at least a portion of the money would be well 
spent on drainage and other infrastructure maintenance 
and repairs sent out for bidding as reported to us at the 
Utilities and Sewers Committee meeting. At a recent 
meeting of the Utilities & Sewers committee, Don 
Ramm, City Engineer, brought to our attention a long 

list of residents’ water and drainage concerns and their 
costs that we can only afford a portion of the necessary 
work at this time.

The money removed from the Streets program appears 
to be directed to property acquisition (Ordinance 2020-
85, which I will not be supporting). I feel strongly that 
City money should be focused on City needs rather than 
wants during these unpredictable Covid times when our 
income flow may prove to be unpredictable.

A huge thank you to residents in the street reconstruction 
areas who have accepted responsibility for nurturing the 
new grass.

WALCHANOWICZ – PUBLIC LANDS & BUILDINGS
Hi to all. Summer is coming to an end. I am happy to 
say that our summer sports programs are finishing up, 
and our park was put to great use. Thank you to all park 
employees for their hard work getting all the fields done 
for the many games that were played. Congratulations to 
all of our travel teams on their amazing seasons. A special 
thanks to all the parents who followed our City protocols 
for social distancing and keeping our children safe. Thank 
you also goes out to Dimitri for being able to schedule 
and re-schedule all these games this summer.

We are at that point in the year where some very tough 
decisions have to be made by the Independence schools. 
Whether or not to allow our kids back to school, 
whatever the outcome may be, as parents, let’s make the 
best decision for our families and choose wisely on which 
educational path you take. Best of luck to our upcoming 
senior class; may you have the best year you can in these 
unfortunate times.

In other news, the City has been in talks with securing 
some of the final property in the downtown area. This 
will be the potential jumpstart we may need to get this 
long-awaited redevelopment started. I am very excited 
to be able to be part of something amazing and long 
overdue. 

I support all of this month’s legislation. Most residents 
don’t know the amount of time spent from all our 
Administration and Directors and Council committees 
to make sure that all we do is done thoroughly and no 
corners are cut. Our decisions are sometimes tough. 
They are made for what is best for us, the residents, and 
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also the City of Independence.

Let’s all have a great rest of the summer. Best of luck to 
all our kids as school will begin very soon.  

Stay safe and healthy.

DIRECTORS’ REPORTS
BUILDING OFFICIAL – GERO
The Building Department is continuing to 
review plans, issue permits, and perform 
inspections while taking precautions to 
keep both our employees and our customers 
safe and healthy. Please wear a mask should 

you need to come into the Building Department. Feel 
free to use email or call should you need to contact us.

Over the last month, the Building Department sent out 
5 sets of construction drawings for plan review. Thirteen 
commercial permits were issued, and 24 commercial 
construction inspections were performed.   Plans were 
approved for tenant buildouts at 6000 Freedom Square 
and 4500 Rockside Road. An occupancy permit was 
issued for a tenant build-out at 6450 Rockside Woods 
Blvd.  

The Department also issued 73 residential permits and 
performed 93 residential construction inspections. 
Plans were reviewed and approved for new single-
family dwellings on Linden Lane and on Bexley Court. 
Occupancy permits were issued for two single-family 
dwellings on Linden Lane and one on Bradford Circle. 
An occupancy permit was also issued for a remodel on 
Daisy Avenue. Twelve new dwellings are currently under 
construction in the City with one in the plan review 
process.

CITY ENGINEER – RAMM
The Engineering Department reports the 
following activities for last month:

A total of fifteen (15) permits were issued:
• Six (6) Right-of-Way Permits 

were  issued to install fiber-optic cable in 
residential areas.

• Three (3) Plumbing Permits were issued to 
install/replace residential sanitary sewers.

• Four (4) Miscellaneous Residential Permits 
were issued to remove/replace driveways and/or 
service walks.

• One (1) Grade Permit & one (1) Landscape 
Permit was issued for a new home at Sublot 121 
Linden Lane.  

One (1) house topographic site plan was reviewed and 
approved for Sublot 121 Linden Lane.

We have been coordinating with our Service Department 
and with our Maintenance Contractors to respond and 
repair damaged roads resulting from recent water main 
breaks around town. Ordinance 2020-86 on tonight’s 
agenda would authorize the encumbrance or our 2020 
budget allocation of $100,000 for this work.

We have coordinated with our engineering design 
consultant, Euthenics, Inc. regarding a sidewalk project 
planned for upper Hillside Road, between Hawthorn 
Trace and S. Great Oaks). Ordinance 2020-92 on 
tonight’s agenda would authorize a contract for final 
engineering services with Euthenics in the amount of 
$84,154.00.

We continue to oversee and manage our four (4) 
active road construction projects. These projects are in 
various stages of completion, but all are tracking to be 
substantially-completed later this Fall.  

Specialized Construction has been in town performing 
work under our 2020 Crack Seal Program. This work 
is nearing completion.

Dura Mark has been in town performing work under our 
2020 Street Striping Program. This work is ongoing.  

We have been coordinating with a property owner on E. 
Pleasant Valley Road relative to a large-diameter culvert 
pipe failure, and we soon anticipate entering into a 
“Public-Private Partnership” arrangement to mitigate 
the condition. An item may appear 
on the September Council 

Minutes of the Council Meeting(s) are unapproved at the time of this 
publication and have been condensed. These minutes will be available in their 
entirety at the Clerk of Council’s Office after they have been approved, and can 
also be found on our City’s website.
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agenda, facilitating the repair work.

We are coordinating with a commercial customer on 
lower E. Pleasant Valley in connection with a culvert 
failure, stream erosion, and landslide conditions that 
requires mitigation.   

Lastly, we prepared and submitted our “National 
Pollutant Discharge & Elimination System” (NPDES) 
Annual Storm Water Report that is typically due early 
in April every year, however this year the due-date was 
extended due to COVID-19.

COMMUNITY SERVICES DIRECTOR – 
SENICK
Last week our staff distributed 400 drive-up 
senior lunches at the Civic Center. We will 
be continuing these meals and encourage 
every resident 55+ to take advantage of this 

great program. Please remember that you must have a 
reservation - please sign up in advance!

This has been our most popular Summer Concert 
series ever! We will be continuing these concerts every 
Thursday through the beginning of September. We have 
some rock, polka, country, and folk music coming up. 
We have a different food truck every week, so bring your 
appetite along with your chair and mask.

The community children are enjoying our “Pop Up” Art 
programs at Elmwood Recreation. Last week they created 
tie-dye shirts and later this month they will be making 
mosaic sun catchers. This has been a great way for kids to 
have creative fun and see their friends in a safe environment.

The Red Cross will be at the Civic Center Tuesday, 
September 15th and Monday, September 21st from 1:00 
pm to 7:00 pm. Appointments are strongly suggested. You 
can visit redcrossblood.org to make your appointment 
and see what the Red Cross is doing to increase their 
safety measures during this pandemic.

FIRE CHIEF – REGA
You have heard me mention this many times 
before, but there is no better way to increase 
your chances of survival in a house fire than 
to have working smoke alarms in your home. 

A working smoke alarm will help provide you and your 
family the early warning needed to get out alive. With 
us spending so much more time at home these days, it’s 
a good time to check and do some light maintenance on 
your smoke alarms.   

Smoke alarms should be activated monthly to ensure 
that they are working properly. Most have a test button 
you push to do this. Replacement of the battery should 
also be done annually. However, many new alarms on the 
market have sealed 10 year batteries that don’t need to 
be replaced. In this case, the entire unit is replaced when 
the low battery indicator comes on. It is also important 
to blow out the alarms with a can of compressed air once 
in a while. This clears the sensor of any dust or cobwebs 
that may have accumulated in it over time. A vacuum 
cleaner with an attachment can also be used to do this. 
It is currently recommended that you replace your smoke 
alarms if they are older than 10 years old. 

Smoke alarms should be located on each level of your 
home and in each occupied bedroom. Carbon Monoxide 
detectors should be located on each level of your home 
as well.     

As a reminder, if you are a homeowner in Independence 
and you use your home as a rental property or are a 
renter, the City’s residential code requires that both 
parties ensure that there are working smoke alarms and 
carbon monoxide detectors in the home. There is a form 
that is provided by Independence Building Department 
that each party must sign every year to confirm this. This 
process is meant to help protect both the homeowner 
and renter.   

If you have any questions about smoke alarms or CO 
detectors, please call the Independence Fire Department 
at 216-524-4001.     

POLICE CHIEF – KILBANE
School will be back in session very shortly, 
and the Police Department would like 
to remind drivers to be attentive to the 
students who will be travelling to and from 
the schools daily. We are working closely 

with Independence schools and St. Michael’s school to 
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coordinate our efforts and accommodate any changes 
that are necessitated by the current COVID-19 situation. 
Police presence will be increased near our schools, and 
school zone speed limits will be enforced. Please pay 
special attention to students who are walking and riding 
their bikes to school and remember that State law as well 
as City ordinances require drivers to stop for school buses 
as they pick up and drop off students. 

Deer archery hunting season begins in Ohio on 
September 28th, and the Police Department is in the 
process of issuing permits and inspecting deer stands. 
Each hunter is issued a permit tag by the City and must 
display that tag while hunting. Please call us with any 
hunting related concerns or questions at 216-524-1234.

RECREATION DIRECTOR – WALCHANOWICZ
Our Little League Program has concluded, 
and I would like to take this opportunity to 
acknowledge everyone who was involved 
that helped make this program a success in 
our current environment. From Dmitri, to 

the umpires, to the volunteer coaches, we just want to 
say “thank you” for a safe program. In a year where many 
cities cancelled their Little League Program, we found a 
way to safely hold one, so most of our children had some 
sort of “normalcy” in their day.  

We wish we could have held programs for our younger-
aged children, but with the strict guidelines put in place 
by the State, we could not find a safe way to operate. 
Again, a huge thank you to everyone involved!

Our outdoor pool will continue operation as long as there 
is staff in place to cover hours. Pool open times will be 
adjusted accordingly as the school schedule is published. 
For the most up-to-date pool schedule, please see our 
website or social media feeds. If you have not already, 
please take advantage of the nice summer weather and 
get down to the outdoor pool and enjoy this marvelous 
facility!

Finally, I would just like to commend everyone who has 
been patient in following our new operation guidelines 
for social distancing and wearing of masks in our facilities 
and on our grounds. We know some of this can be tough 

to do, but most people are making adjustments and 
abiding by the new protocol.  Thank you!

SERVICE DIRECTOR – KARAS
Over the past month the Service 
Department has continued to perform 
routine maintenance throughout the City. 
Crews have been busy performing landscape 

maintenance, mowing lawns, asphalt patching, catch 
basin cleaning, rubbish, recycling, and yard waste 
collection.  

Also last month the Service Department began crack 
sealing have completed the following streets:
 Buskirk Greenwood Tanglewood
 Cherry Hemlock Valley Belt 
 Cheryl Ann  Hemoga  Valley View
 Evergreen Oakwood 

In the upcoming weeks we will complete the following 
streets:
 Highland  Ranchview Stone 
 Midland Riverview

This past month waste and recycling crews picked up 
323.8 tons of rubbish and 62.64 tons of recycling.  Also 
there was 23.94 tons of material collected with the street 
sweeper.

TECHNICAL SERVICES DIRECTOR – 
SNYDERBURN
Last fall Tech Service made provisions for 
a bus shelter on Brecksville Rd. across the 
street from Drug Mart. In partnership with 
our City and the Cleveland Regional Transit 

Authority, a beautiful new enhanced shelter was recently 
installed. The new shelter combines protection during 
inclement weather along with an aesthetically pleasing 
look that enhances the area. 

With new COVID guidelines in place, the City of 
Independence has been very active in providing family 
fun activities. Tech Service has supplied new electrical 
and communication needs for different events.  

Last month a movie night at the 
Fieldhouse was one of the 
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venues our residents enjoyed. We are all learning from 
these events, and social distancing brings the challenge 
of hearing at our community concerts. The Mayor has 
instructed the Tech Department to research high quality 
outdoor speakers for the East side the square. With 
residents wanting to enjoy the concert, yet concerned 
with the distancing aspect of today’s world, this is one of 
many ways that we all will learn to adapt. Tech will bring 
a concert quality sound to East side of the square for all 
to enjoy.   

LEGISLATION
ORDINANCE NO. 2020-65  An Ordinance to provide 

for the issuance of notes of the City of Independence, 
Ohio in the principal amount not to exceed $17,375,000 
in anticipation of the issuance of bonds for various 
purposes and declaring an emergency (Rev. 1).  Enacted 
5 yes/2 no (S,V).

ORDINANCE NO. 2020-66  An Ordinance to provide 
for the issuance and sale of general obligation bonds 
of the City of Independence, Ohio in the principal 
amount not to exceed $17,375,000 to retire at maturity 
certain notes issued in anticipation of bonds for various 
purposes and declaring an emergency (Rev. 1).  Enacted 
5 yes/2 no (S,V).

ORDINANCE NO. 2020-82  An Ordinance continuing 
the appointment of Gregory J. O’Brien as the City’s 
Law Director and Taft, Stettinius & Hollister LLP as 
the City’s law department.  Enacted 7 yes/0 no.

ORDINANCE NO. 2020-83  An Ordinance amending 
Ordinance 2020-5 to extend the duration of VanCuren 
Services, Inc. contract for general city tree trimming, 
removal, disposal and related labor and equipment for 
City property.  Enacted 7 yes/0 no.

ORDINANCE NO. 2020-84  An Ordinance authorizing 
an increase in the amount of funds allocated to the 
retention of Mazanec, Raskin & Ryder Co., LPA for 
professional legal services.  (Authorizing an increase in 
the amount of funds allocated to the retention of Attorney 
John T. McLandrich and the law firm of Mazanec, Raskin 
& Ryder Co., LPA to represent Anthony Togliatti in his 
former official and individual capacity, in an amount not 

to exceed $20,000.00, and for a total amount not to exceed 
$45,000.00).  Enacted 5 yes/2 no (N,W).

ORDINANCE NO. 2020-85  An Ordinance authorizing 
the Mayor to enter into a purchase agreement with 
Kin Properties, Inc. for the purchase of real property 
located within the City.  (In an amount not to exceed 
$1,175,000.00, and expend up to $20,000.00 in closing 
costs, for a total amount not to exceed $1,195,000.00).  
Referred to Public Lands and Buildings Committee.

ORDINANCE NO. 2020-86  An Ordinance authorizing 
funding for road and right-of-way repairs necessitated 
by numerous water main breaks, leaks, and/or water 
valve and/or hydrant repairs 2020.  (In an amount not 
to exceed $100,000.00).  Enacted 7 yes/0 no.

ORDINANCE NO. 2020-87  An Ordinance authorizing 
the Mayor to execute an agreement with Kimble 
Companies Inc. for recycling processing services.  (For 
a period of two years, beginning September 1, 2020 and 
ending August 31, 2022, in an estimated amount not to 
exceed $55,200.00).  Enacted 7 yes/0 no.

ORDINANCE NO. 2020-88  An Ordinance authorizing 
the retention of Travelers Property Casualty Company 
of America for insurance underwriting services for 
the purchase of property, automobile, inland marine/
equipment, and crime/cyber insurance 2020–2021.   
(For the period beginning August 20, 2020 and 
ending August 19, 2021 in an amount not to exceed 
$112,644.00).  Enacted 7 yes/0 no.

ORDINANCE NO. 2020-89  An Ordinance authorizing 
the retention of Dimit Architects, LLC for professional 
architectural and planning design services in connection 
with central downtown parcels located on the east and 
west side of Brecksville Road owned by the City and 
St. Michael’s Church.   (In an amount not to exceed 
$30,000.00).  Enacted 7 yes/0 no.

ORDINANCE NO. 2020-90  An Ordinance granting a 
U-3 Special Conditional Use Permit to Fortuna Funeral 
Home, Inc. and granting an easement for property 
located at 7064 Brecksville Road.  Enacted 7 yes/0 no.

ORDINANCE NO. 2020-91  2020 Annual 
Appropriations Ordinance.  Enacted 5 yes/2 no (T,V).
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ORDINANCE NO. 2020-92  An Ordinance accepting 

the proposal of Euthenics, Inc. for professional services 
in connection with the Hillside Road Sidewalk 
Improvements Project (Hawthorn Trace to S. Great 
Oaks Parkway).  (For professional engineering services to 
complete the engineering to develop detailed plans and bid 
documents for the Project in a total amount not to exceed 
$84,154.00).  Enacted 7 yes/0 no.

PLANNING COMMISSION 
– August 4, 2020

7064 Brecksville Road, Fortuna Funeral Home, Inc. – 
Requesting a U-3 Special Conditional Use Permit to allow 
the conversion of the existing dwelling into arrangement 
offices and casket selection area. Public Hearing held.  
Approved in Regular Planning Meeting.

6360 Mackenzie Drive, Margaret & Timothy 
Trombetta – Proposed lot split and consolidation.  
Approved.

6865 Grandview Drive, Joseph Rivera – Proposed lot 
split and consolidation. Approved.

Acorn Drive, PPN 562-32-020, The Goddard School – 
Proposed 8,824 sq. ft. building to accommodate an Early 
Childhood development facility and requesting a U-3 
Special Conditional Use Permit for the facility. Public 
Hearing scheduled for September 1, 2020 at 5:00 p.m.

BOARD OF ZONING 
– August 20, 2020

6803 East Sprague Road, Matt Brzoska – Requesting 
a variance to permit a second accessory building on the 
property (not permitted);  a variance of 2’ to permit a 
height in excess of 15’ (17’ requested, 15’ permitted); and 
a variance to permit a four car garage to be 40’ x  28’ (48’ x  
24’ permitted).  Tabled.

Daisy Avenue, PPN 562-26-022, Lauren & Daniel 
Molls - Requesting a variance of 23 ft. to permit an existing 
lot to have a depth of 177’ (200’ required, 177’ requested) 
and a variance to permit an existing lot to have a width 
of 50’ (100’ required, 50’ requested),  a variance of 46.5’ 
to permit a front setback of 28.5’ (75 ft. required, 28.5 
requested) and a variance of 12,637 sq. ft. to permit an 

existing lot to be 7,363 sq. ft. (20,000 sq. ft. permitted, 
7,363 sq. ft. requested). Approved. 

4811 Chestnut Road, Jessica Dell’Aquila & John 
Hackman – Requesting a variance to permit a fence 
to extend beyond the front setback (not permitted). 
Approved (4-1 Fortlage No).

8930 Brookside, Paul Russ – Requesting a variance of 
4’10” to permit the height of a garage to be 19’10” (15’ 
required, 19’10” requested). Approved.

5904 Laurel Road, Robert  & Janine Boehm – Requesting 
a variance to permit an accessory building to be 320 sq. ft. 
(144 sq. ft. required, 320 sq. ft. requested) and a variance of 
3’ to permit an accessory building to be 15’ in height (12’ 
required, 15’ requested). Approved.

6609 Beechwood Drive, Timothy Schmitt – Requesting 
a variance of 12’ to permit an accessory building to be 3’ 
from the side property line (15’ required, 3’ requested) and 
a variance to permit an accessory building to be 5’ from the 
rear property line (10’ required, 5’ requested). Approved.

7704 Treelawn Drive, Marianne Corrao – Requesting a 
variance of 48 sq. ft. to permit an accessory building to be 
192 sq. ft. (144 sq. ft. required, 192 sq. ft. requested) and a 
variance to permit an accessory building to be 5’ from the 
side property line (15’ required, 5’ requested). Approved.

6420 Elmarge Drive, Robin Maier – Requesting a 
variance of 96 sq. ft. to permit an accessory building to be 
240 sq. ft. (144 sq. ft. permitted, 240 sq. ft. requested), a 
variance of 2’ to permit an accessory building to be 14’ in 
height (12’ required, 14’ requested), a variance to permit 
an accessory building to be 6’ from the rear property line 
(10’ required, 6’ requested) and a variance of 1’ to permit 
an accessory building to be 5’ from the side property line 
(6’ required, 5’ requested). Approved.

7472 Oval Drive, Benjamin & Bridget Plummer – 
Requesting a variance to allow a pop up camper to be 
parked in the driveway (not permitted). Approved until 
October 31, 2020.
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SAVE THE DATE   SEPTEMBER 2020
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Please confirm Caucus and Council Committee Meeting times by calling the “Council Meeting Line” at 216.328.1477 or visiting www.independenceohio.org

Streets and Sidewalks 
Committee Mtg. 3:30 pm

Planning Commission 
Public Hearing at 5 pm 
with regular Meeting to 

follow

Caucus 5:30 pm

Regular Council 
Meeting 7 pmFarmer’s Market 

9 am – 1 pm

Farmer’s Market 
9 am – 1 pm

Farmer’s Market 
9 am – 1 pm

Architectural Board of 
Review 3 pm

Board of Zoning  
Appeals following 

Caucus 5:30 pm
 

Architectural Board of 
Review 3 pm
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* DUE TO THE COVID-19 SITUATION ALL MEETINGS WILL BE VIRTUAL UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE. 
PLEASE CHECK THE CITY WEBSITE TO DETERMINE IF PUBLISHED MEETINGS/EVENTS ARE CANCELLED.*

Website: www.independenceohio.org
Email: cityhall@independenceohio.org

If you have questions regarding 
Coronavirus/COVID-19 please call 
1-833-4ASKODH (1-833-427-5634)

20

Tire Round-Up
Call 216-524-9191 

for pickup

Labor Day
City Hall Closed

Patriot Day

Tire Round-Up 
Call 216-524-9191 

for pickup

Blood Drive
1 - 7 pm

at Civic Center

Tire Round-Up
Call 216-524-9191 

for pickup

Community Shred Day
9 am - Noon

Blood Drive
1 - 7 pm

at Civic Center

1st Day of Fall

“Ready to Heat” 
Clambake
1 – 3 pm

Deer Archery 
Season Begins

Utilities Committee 
Meeting 4:30 pm

Community Services 
Committee Meeting 

4:30 pm


